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burdening them but keeping them in his power, lest they
perish from too great load or labour. He should know how
to prepare and mend the traces, trappings and small harness
appertaining to his carts; and every carter should lie by night
with his horses. Let us say the same of the carter with his
horses as of the oxherd with his oxen, lest they evade responsi-
bility for the beasts committed to their charge and lost by evil
custody.
(ibid.) The Dairymaid should be chaste and honest, faithful
and laborious in her dairy-work, \vise and neat-handed, not
lavish, but of a saving temper; for she shall suffer neither
man nor woman to come to her dairy and bear aught away
which might disparage that for which she must make ac-
count...Her office is to take the milk by tally, to make cheese
and butter according to the tale of the gallons, and to care for
the poultry-yard1. For these outgoings and incomings she
must give frequent account to the Bailiff and the Reeve; and
note that some auditors of accounts will not suffer the dairy
to allow less than twelvepence yearly for the profit of a goose,
and fourpence for a hen. Moreover, it is her duty to winnow
and to make packages, to cover over the fire, and to do such-
like small works whereunto her leisure may extend.
2       THE MANORIAL COURT
A. few selected presentments from the opening pages of F, W. Maitland,
Select Pleas in Manorial Courts (Selden Soc. 1889). All these courts
were held in the years 1246-9; they throw much light on the life and status
of English serfs at that time.
(p. 7.) John Sperling complains that Richard of Newmere
on tie Sunday next before S. Bartholomew's day last past
with his cattle, horses, and pigs wrongfully destroyed the corn
on his [John's] land to his damage to the extent of one thrave
of wheat* and to his dishonour to the extent of two shillings;
and of this he produces suit. And Richard comes and defends
all of it Therefore let him go to the law six handed* His
pledges, Simon Combe and Hugh Frith.
1 Cf. Chaucer, tfun*s Priests Tale* where the old woman who keeps three kine
and a few poultry is described as a sort of " deye," or dairy woman.
1 He must bring five "compurgators," Le. five neighbours who will support his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